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eBooks for Kindle 
 
 

Maine State Library and 140 other Maine libraries joined together to purchase the Maine InfoNet 
Download Library, a collection of 2,500 eBooks to “borrow” onto your Kindle free of charge. This 
collection is from Overdrive, the current leader in the eBook lending market. These eBooks come 
in Amazon’s proprietary format to transfer to your Kindle. 

 
Anyone with a card from a participating Maine library can access this collection. 

 
Step 1: Using your computer, search for the eBook you want on the Overdrive site. (Limit 3 
                 eBooks at a time) 
 

• Visit  Maine InfoNet Download Library at 
http://download.maineinfonet.org. 
 

• Using Advanced Search, choose Kindle Book 
in the Format drop-down box. 
 

• Select the eBook you want and Add to Cart or 
Place a Hold. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
If the eBook is available, click Add to Cart. 
 
 
 
 
If the eBook is already checked out to someone else, 
click Place a Hold, provide your email address, and 
Overdrive will notify you when it is available. 
 
 

Step 2: Check out the eBooks to your library account. 
  

• When you have added eBooks into your cart, click Proceed to Checkout. 
 

• Select Maine State Library or your own library and type your library card number at the 
prompts. For the Maine State Library, this is the barcode on the back of the card. 

 

• At the Check-Out screen, select 7 or 14 day loan period from the drop-down menu, and 
then click Confirm to Check Out. 
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Note! You can search and select eBooks from the Download Library through your Kindle 
browser, but you cannot download them directly from there. You must use a computer to 
download eBooks to your Amazon account and then transfer them to your Kindle. 

 
Step 3: Transfer your eBook to your Kindle from your computer. 

• Once you have checked out your eBook, click the                          button which will open a 
new browser window through the Amazon website.  
 

• Log into the Amazon account to which your Kindle is registered. (To register a Kindle, select 
Manage Your Kindle, then Manage Your Devices, then Register a Kindle.) 
 
Click the Get Library Book button. 
 

• If your Kindle is WI-FI capable, your eBook will load directly to your Kindle and will appear in 
your booklist.  

o To connect to your WI-FI network, press the Menu button, then select Settings to 
choose from available WI-FI networks.  

o Press the Menu button again to Turn Wireless On. 
 

• If your Kindle is not WI-FI capable, Amazon will alert you and you then must transfer the 
eBook using your USB cable to connect your device and your computer. Once the device and 
computer are connected, the eBook will appear in your booklist. 

 

Due Dates and Returns 
 

• Your eBook is due either 7 or 14 days after you check it out, depending on the option you chose 
at the check-out screen. Amazon will notify you and the eBook is then no longer readable. 

 
• You can check in the eBook early to be eligible to check out another eBook (3 eBooks max). Go 

to your Amazon account, choose Manage Your Kindle, then Your Kindle Library. Click the 
menu next to the eBook you want to return and select Return this book. If you return an eBook 
early, a Loan Ended notification will appear on that item in your Kindle booklist. 

 
• Amazon offers Whispersync technology to preserve your notes and last page read if you decide 

to check out the same title later or purchase the eBook from the Kindle store. To retain this 
information, make sure your Settings > Annotations Backup is turned on. If you do not want to 
retain that information, turn it off.  

 
Thanks to the Portland Public Library for sharing this information, 1/20/2012. 

For more information from Amazon, visit 
http://www.amazon.com/gp/help/customer/display.html/?nodeId=200747550.  
 
For more information from Overdrive, visit http://overdriveblogs.com/library/2011/09/21/library-
ebooks-now-available-for-amazon%C2%AE-kindle/.  
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